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	1. Here we go Again!

**A/N: **Alright, opening information about this story. I'll give a little background on it. I personally have been reading Naruto fanfiction for a long enough amount of time that I remember when _"Training for the Job"_ was one of the most popular stories on the site. Secondly, the idea for the story itself came from a varied amount of sources many of which you may recognize some you may not. However before we get to the meat of the matter I would like to explain why I decided to write in the first place. It may just be me, but I always feel a little bit of wanting, I want Naruto to stay Naruto just with a new story or romance. Most people prefer to change Naruto, either personality, fighting style, or even his character entirely, while sometimes that is nice, I feel like there are not enough true Naruto stories that are completed or done well. A personal gripe likely to myself is when they decide to give him a different summon usually something stupid like Dragons or Phoenixes. All of that being said, there will be some small 'changes' but honestly they're the types of things that should have been done to begin with.

Alright background and complaining done, the next note is about the story itself. If you haven't read the summary or want to know a bit more here you go. The 'hook' I suppose for the story comes from two different sources. The first and most noticeable one is that Sasuke is being gender bended into a female. The name I'm going with is one, I've seen in quite a few fics and seems to be the accepted female name for him, Satsuki. The second 'hook' what I personally feel like is more important is the fact I have the entire catalog of the story to use for my fic. I can fix some plot holes, minor writing issues and story problems that resided in particularly the first half of the show. One example being, Kakashi, everything Kakashi. There is a lot more but I won't ruin too much.

Almost forgot to mention, that as of right now this fic has no main pairing given the fact, that the majority of main characters are just 12-13 year old Genin. I have a few options that I'm currently between. I can post them if people want to voice their opinions.

**Disclaimer:** Ya know I wonder if you actually have to do this, because writing on a parody site kind of already implies you have already agreed to write only parody to begin with. I would have to look at the terms and services of the membership agreement. Just in case however. Don't own the characters or show. Also don't own the image used for the cover art. Just thought it was cool and represents the fact that this story is made with the knowledge of knowing the entirety of the Naruto lore.

* * *

><p><strong>Naruto: New Universe<strong>

**Chapter 1: Here we go Again**

Blonde hair and hard stares filled the streets of Konoha as a young blue eyed whiskered boy happily strutted through the village. However, there was something fairly different about him from what most people would see on a daily basis, the normally goggled forehead was covered instead with a blue cloth mounted with a scuffed metal plate the Konoha symbol adorning its center. At first there was a feeling of disbelief among the villagers who spotted it on his person as the current rumor had been that he'd failed the test, not earning the passing marks required. A smaller group had heard of another rumor that the boy had attempted to steal the scroll of sealing and they wondered if it had something to do with that. None however would risk a conversation with the boy more than a disapproving look in his direction.

Though normally disheartened by the stares, the blonde had decided that the stares would not bother him today, not a day as great as this, when he was finally going to be promoted to Genin! So with hands held behind his head and eyes nearly closed he made his way to the academy, where the rest of his classmates would be headed for soon themselves, he however was the first there. His excitement had made it difficult to sleep even after the events of the previous night so he had arrived earlier than most. Taking the seat he'd normally sat in, somewhere around the middle row, and in the middle of the room he sat waiting the adrenaline from the night before and his promotion starting to wane he'd almost begun to fall asleep when he heard a few quite steps from another pair of sandals entering the room.

At first he was curious who was arriving but the curiosity soon left his eyes and instead a look of annoyance replaced it as he gritted his teeth and looked away. "Tch"

"Hn" a feminine grunt was the only other sound in the room after the blonde's short but vocal disapproval of the only other presence in the room. Said girl who made the sound made her way to the far side of the room next to the window where she propped her hands up forming a bridge with them and leaning her chin on them before placing her attention outside.

The silence between the two kept until others began to make their way into the room filling up completely within the hour. The very last arrival was a particularly lazy one as his face barely seemed awake until he noticed another tired person in the room as well, one who he thought shouldn't have been there, despite his lazy nature he couldn't help but ask, "Naruto what in the world are you doing here? Only everybody who passed is supposed to be here."

As he said this the rest of the room's attention also turned on the two, as they too had been wondering about that same thing, but didn't want to seem uncool by associating themselves with the class pariah. This particular boy had no such reservations however, "Ya see this headband?" Naruto thumbed up to his head suddenly awake with anger induced energy at having to defend himself for being in the classroom, "Well do ya Shikamaru? Huh, huh?" the indignant tone of his voice was obvious to everyone listening in "This is proof I passed too!"

In his laziness he hadn't paid attention enough to even notice the difference in head adornment, "Troublesome, well whatever then." Without another word he just turned and went to the back left row of the classroom and sat next to a particularly heavy set boy and a long haired blonde girl. The sudden departure had shocked Naruto into silence as he didn't have anything else to say and simply sat and watched him go to his seat.

Now that he was awake again and paying attention to his surroundings he'd noticed that a certain pinkette was sat next to him and appeared to be waiting patiently for their teacher to come. Naruto decided to take this opportunity to try and talk to her, "Hey Sakura-chan! Any chance you think we'll be on the same team huh?"

"**CHAAAAA, HELL NO! I don't want to be stuck with a damn loser like Naruto!" **Ignoring the loud vulgar inner voice that liked to have its opinion known, the girl instead decided to temper her response, "Ugh, I certainly hope not, no way I would want to be on a team with you." Though it was still pretty insulting, the polite demeanor she spoke with give it a slightly lighter blow to his self-esteem which ended with Naruto groaning and laying his chin on folded arms and waiting for his now entering sensei.

"Good morning everyone." The happy voice of their teacher of the last several years in the academy caught everyone's attention as he smiled towards the rest of the class from in front of his desk, clipboard in hand. "First of all I'd like to say congratulations to everyone who passed their exams, and we'll now be listing off the teams that you are all one, beginning with team…."

"Team Seven will be Naruto Uzumaki." Naruto's head immediately perked at the mention of his name along with his team number. "Sakura Haruno"

"Woo!" Naruto's arms raised up immediately with excitement at the mention of his long held crush being placed on the same team as him. Which also resulted in a downtrodden Sakura who seemed like she had a rain cloud over her head.

"And Satsuki Uchiha." This resulted in an annoyed grimace on Naruto's face and a hopeful look on Sakura's face.

'_She's the best Shinobi of our class both kunoichi and overall and maybe now I can get her to be my friend and I'll be even more popular then Ino-pig.' _It was no surprise to her that Naruto seemed annoyed as well as it was no surprise that Satsuki didn't even seem to care, she hardly seemed to care about anything that wasn't related to training or getting stronger. Something which Sakura tried to copy somewhat at least. This resulted in her getting the highest test grades and by far the best book smart student in the class. Her Practical skills were abysmal however, as she didn't want to look too manly and wanted people to like her more than her rival Ino who was without a doubt the most popular girl in their whole age group.

Several hours later after the other teams had been named and their sensei come to scoop them up, the trio of Team Seven were still present and waiting, no idea why their sensei had not arrived yet. Worse yet, Naruto who'd finally awoken from his most recently nap had decided to get some revenge. Placing a well-used eraser on the crook of the door entering the room, he'd giggled to himself proudly, "This'll teach our sensei for being late!"

"Naruto you idiot that won't work!" Sakura couldn't help but feel for her teammate's annoyance but at the same time she couldn't condone this type of disrespect especially towards the person who was going to be their sensei.

Satsuki however, sat quietly waiting as stoic as ever, _'There is no way a Jounin would fall for something as stupid as…'_

Before she could even finish her though the door opened a tad more and with a poof of chalk an already grey haired face that entered the room was suddenly covered albeit not very noticeably in the simple trap Naruto had set. Of whom was cracking up quite proud of himself.

"Hahahaha! I got him! I can't believe he fell for it!" The immaturity of Naruto was shining through like a beacon as he pointed and laughed at the aloof Jounin.

Sakura however had immediately went into defensive student mode, "I'm so sorry sensei! I told him not to! I would never do anything like that!" **"Hell yeah! What an idiot to fall for that! Deserved it!" **

The most reserved member of the trio however, still had yet to say anything verbally but there was a slight change in her outward display, _'You've got to be kidding me, is this guy really considered a Jounin? What a joke'_

"Hmmm…let's see…" reaching a hand for his masked chin he simply finished with the same lackadaisical tone he had started with, "My first impression is that you're a bunch of idiots."

Moments later the group was now on the roof of the same academy building with Kakashi leaned back against a railing that covered the edge of the roof while the three, "idiots" were sat on a small set of 3 steps.

"Well now that we're all here why don't you guys introduce yourselves, one at a time." His aloof tone seemed to be something that team seven were going to have to get used to as he seemed less interested in himself talking and preferred for them to do it instead. In fact if one were to think about it, he almost seemed like he didn't want to be there to begin with or even wanted to bother with being a sensei.

"What exactly do you want us to say sensei?" The chipper tone of Sakura was honestly a bit much for Kakashi especially considering she asked a question and he honestly did have to answer it.

"Well ya know just the usual stuff. Your likes, dislikes, dream for the future, hobbies." He wasn't really sure how else to word it and just shrugged his shoulders during the description.

Naruto being the loner he was due to peoples dislike of him, wasn't entirely sure on the topic still, despite being the loudmouth of Konoha, he'd never been taught how to have a proper conversation. "Why don't you show us how it's done first, then we'll go."

Kakashi simply couldn't help but look at the group a little incredulously at first, before going into the example, "Alright, my name is Kakashi Hatake, hmm things I like and things I hate. Well I don't feel like telling you that. My dreams for the future, never really thought about. And hobbies, well I have lots of those."

In the first show of team work since being formed all of team seven shared an annoyed look and Sakura noted, "Well that was a waste of time all we found out was his name." To which Naruto just nodded and Satsuki stayed silent.

"Alright, that should have been good enough now you guys." Crossing his arms "Let's start with you, the one with chalk on his hands."

Naruto still proud of himself simply smiled while he did his own introduction, "I'm Naruto Uzumaki, I like instant ramen and I really like the Ichiraku ramen. I hate the three minutes it takes for instant ramen to heat up, and my hobby is eating and comparing different types of ramen! My dream… my dream is to be Hokage one day! Not just that, I want to be the greatest Hokage in history. That way the village will stop treating me so badly!"

'_Kid is all over the place, first all he talks about is Ramen, but at the same time he wants to be Hokage. Definitely doesn't seem to be much like you sensei.' _He shared a look with the boy before moving on to his next target, _'Well except for the good hearted smile.'_

"Alright next." His voice droned and single visible eye moved to Sakura who was almost far too happy to be next.

"My name is Sakura Haruno, what I like is having all kinds of friends dressing to look nice! I dislike it when Naruto bugs me! My dream is to one day be the most popular girl in Konoha! My hobby is taking care of my hair and dreaming of –sigh-" a blush spread on the young pink girls face as she squealed a little.

'_What I expected from her, most girls her age are most interested in looks and boys then training.' _As his lone eyed moved to the girl who sat in between the other two however, he was surprised to see an intense look staring right back at him, _'Speaking of that however, she is the complete opposite of Sakura only dedicated to learning to be a Shinobi maybe a bit too much so.' _

"Last one." Losing its previous tone his voice sounded strangely serious.

"Tch, my name is Satsuki Uchiha, I hate a lot of things, and I don't really like anything. As for a dream, that wouldn't really cover it. It's more like an ambition, because I will reach it. I'm going to restore my clan's honor and kill the one who disgraced it."

The mood of the surroundings had changed greatly after her answer, but it seemed to please Kakashi who almost seemed to smile? Under his mask, "Very good. All three of you have your own unique ideas and personalities. We'll have our very first team 'mission' tomorrow."

This got the attention of the whole group and changed the mood back to one of curiosity, "What kind of mission!?" Naruto's brain went into overdrive to spit out the response as quick as possible before Kakashi could even finish.

"It's a particular task that the four of us will do together." As Naruto opened his mouth to ask another question Kakashi continued, "A survival exercise"

Sakura couldn't help but be confused, "We've already done that though, in the academy, shouldn't we be focusing on advanced training?"

Kakashi waved her with a short laugh, "This is something quite different from what you may have faced in the academy in fact." A grim look appeared on his face as he continued, "Of the twenty-seven graduates, who just finished only nine will actually make it, and the remaining eighteen will be sent back to the academy. Meaning the chance for failure is sixty-six percent."

Bursting out of annoyance Naruto yelled back in spite of himself, "Then what was that test we just passed for?!"

"Oh that was just to see who could potentially become Genin and take this test to see if they really had what it takes." With a hmph, he looked back at the group again, "That means I decided whether or not the lot of you pass or fail. So be at the specified spot tomorrow and don't forget to bring all your equipment."

"We'll be starting at 5 a.m. which means you better not be late." An internal smirk spread as he added the next part, "Oh and don't have breakfast, otherwise you'll just puke it back up."

The next morning the three shinobi of team seven all arrived at roughly the same time, Sakura in her usual red outfit with the spandex shorts, Naruto in his orange outfit which screamed I'm here kill me, and finally Satsuki. She arrived in a slightly different outfit then normal, a high collared sleeveless blue shirt. A light khaki skirt with black spandex shorts underneath. Her legs had tape running from the knee down on each leg with blue bind at the top and bottom. Instead of the arm warmers she normally had, they were replaced by tape on the wrists and small white elbow pads with the same navy trim that her shirt was colored.

Silence was all that filled the surrounding area that morning as the three waited the first hour went by and nothing but the sun rising changed, bringing on more light. Another hour and Naruto and Sakura had fallen back to sleep back to back to each other. Satsuki however, remained upright and vigilant. Finally as the third hour passed by, the happy sounding voice of Kakashi entered the training grounds causing Satsuki to shift herself around to see him.

"Morning everyone ready for your first day?" The low sounding voice of Kakashi was enough to immediately pop Naruto and Sakura up, albeit the pink one slightly faster both however immediately called him out for being late.

"Well you see, a black cat crossed my path you see, so I had to go back and take the other way here." He tried to pass off the lame excuse as if it were a normal thing but immediately was ready to get back to it as he walked off to the side, "Anyway, let's get started."

Finding the three posts there he pulled a timer out of his pack and placed it gently on the middle one it's time pre-set, "The alarm here is set for noon." A sound of jingling bells echoed slightly after he said this as he brought them up into view. "The task is actually really simple, you just have to take these two bells from me by the time the alarm goes off. That's it."

He pointed back to the posts from before, "However, if you don't get the bells you'll be tied to those posts and watch while I eat my lunch in front of you."

The trio all had sudden revelations as to why they were told to avoid lunch after all it had been a ploy so that their punishment would be more severe if they couldn't pass. Sakura however had noticed something amiss.

"But wait sensei, why are there just two bells?" Her confusion passed to her teammates who had become equally curious.

Kakashi simply eye smiled as he did, "That is so that even if two of you manage to get a bell one person will end up tied to a post and disqualified for failing the mission of course. That means, that person will have to go to the academy." Shaking the bells as if to taunt them slightly he continued, "On the flip side, none of you could get a bell and you all fail as well."

"You're allowed any weapon and jutsu to try and take the bells, and unless you come at me with killing intentions you won't even have a chance." He fashioned the bells to his waist and turned to look back at the group of whom Naruto was cackling to himself.

"Tch, like we'd need to if you can't even dodge an eraser." To which he gave Kakashi a side glance to his smile cracking across his face.

"Class clowns are skill-less losers with bottom scores and can be easily ignored." His voice was stern but not angry, he was trying to instill that he wasn't upset at the jib, but he needed to let it be known that foolish pranking doesn't make a better ninja.

However, all Naruto heard was the term loser echoing in his mind, the same thing he heard so often from Satsuki, Kiba, and some villagers though not as often. Grabbing a kunai from his pouch he immediately took a couple quick steps forward before a sudden flash of nothing and Kakashi was behind him, bending his arm in an awkward angle so that the kunai was pointed straight at the middle of Naruto's neck.

The sudden show of speed alerted everyone, especially Satsuki, _'So he is a Jounin after all.' _

"Now, now, don't be hasty, I hadn't even said start yet." His voice had a certain sharpness to it that it hadn't had before showing that he was far more dangerous than he had let on. "But you did come at me with the intention to kill." Chuckling to himself, "What can I say, guess I'm starting to like you guys after all."

"Now. Start!"

Kakashi was going over basic ninja fundamentals and how they should be able to hide themselves in just a moment, and was mentally commenting them on doing well, until he turned to notice a very obvious orange ball of failure standing arms crossed in the middle of the clearing.

Still miffed about the earlier embarrassment Naruto was ready for his shot, "Right now! You and me fair and square let's do this!"

To be honest Kakashi really couldn't believe it, "Ya know, compared to your squad, you're kind of….weird."

"Yeah, well if you ask me the only thing weird here is your haircut!" Naruto mentally applauded himself for the comeback before immediately charging forward again, figuring his insult would give the Jounin pause. However when he reached into his pouch to grab something, Naruto immediately bounced off the balls of his feet backwards and waited to see what he was pulling out of the pouch.

"Shinobi battle tactic number one Taijutsu" Returning to the more aloof mindset he'd had earlier, he was starting to get disappointed again, thinking it was just another failure of a group.

Naruto was a bit confused at first, _'If he's going over taijutsu why is he reaching for a weapon?!" _before his question was answered, Kakashi made a swift upward movement revealing not a weapon but a small orange book, with the words emblazoned on the front, "Make-Out Paradise" the cover was a man chasing a woman who appeared to be in some kind of dress.

Noting the odd look on Naruto's face, "What's wrong aren't you going to attack?" Seeing his eyes on the book he noted, "Oh don't worry, with your weak attacks it won't matter if I'm reading or whatever." He couldn't be bothered to come up with anything else. All of this much to Naruto's chagrin just annoyed him further.

Tightening his fist he charged once again closing the gap almost instantly, "I AM GOING TO CRUSH YOU!" After the first punch was blocked followed by his spin kick being dodged by a swift duck on the part of Kakashi, he immediately appeared behind him before Naruto's following punch had even pass through the air.

"Whaaa..what?"

"A Shinobi shouldn't leave their backs open to multiple attacks." His hands were in a tiger symbol as he prepared behind him, both Sakura and Satsuki noticed immediately, both under the impression he was about to use a powerful ninjutsu. Unfortunately for Naruto it was something far worse.

"Naruto look out!" Keeping herself still hidden, Sakura couldn't help but call out to him, not wanting to see him decimated by their Jounin Sensei's attack.

"Leaf Village Secret Jutsu!" At this point Kakashi made his move swooping underneath Naruto hands still in the Tiger sign before making contact, with his butt? "THOUSAND YEARS OF DEATH!" After a moment of discomfort and awkwardness, Naruto was sent flying through the air.

As if she were the only sane one Satsuki sighed and just looked away, "Those two are complete idiots."

Splash!

While Satsuki and Sakura were finally contemplating what they were going to do next two shuriken suddenly flew out of the water and began spinning towards Kakashi who without even moving his eyes from his book caught them both on his fingers.

Naruto finally made his way back to shore, making himself look as pathetic as possible panting and panting as he crawled back to shore. Kakashi simply sighed, "What are you doing now? Ya know if you don't get a bell by noon you won't get anything to eat." His voice was nagging bored at that, he was just waiting for it to end at this point.

"I know I know! I'm just so hungry…." He groaned followed by his stomach growling, which caused Kakashi to just turn and start to walk away.

'_Now!' _As Kakashi turned away, Naruto's clones that he'd made in the water all jumped out landing just on the shore right in front of him. At first they appeared normal clones, until they all began running into formation making clear footsteps showing that they were solid tangible clones. This was a shock for everyone, and an affirmation to Kakashi on the rumors.

"You weren't expecting a shadow clone charge! I've got you now Kakashi!" His smile spread across his face, his plan almost complete.

As if he hadn't learned from his earlier tactic all seven clones including Naruto himself rushed straight for Kakashi, which was again just more of a disappointment to him. "You can't beat me with this Jutsu Naruto, and just because you act tough doesn't mean you're not still the worst shinobi out of the academy. Nothing is going to change."

Before he could say or do anything else a sudden jingle echoed as another clone jumped Kakashi from behind attempting to wrap its arms around his torso and lock him in place. "Wha..what? Behind!?"

As the first one grabbed him from behind the remaining clones all went after arms and legs in an attempt to better anchor him in place. "Heh! While you were focusing on me I had another one of my clones come out of the water and sneak up on you from behind! I've got you now Kakashi-sensei!"

"When did Naruto get this good? I can't believe it!" The pink haired girl couldn't help but gush over the sudden change that was happening, it was completely different from what she was used to seeing even moments ago.

Satsuki on the other hand was even more surprised, '_I thought he was the dead last what is going on? Was he just faking it so everyone would underestimate him?' _

Naruto was closing in going for the hit and unleashed everything he had into the face of…himself? As soon as he'd made contact the visage of Kakashi switched into one of his clones and after the contact was made the clone disappeared leaving him and his clones simply confused and lost, "What but I thought I had him!"

'_So much for faking it, Kakashi let him catch him from the beginning so he could use the escape Jutsu and get out of there, what a loser.' _Satsuki sighed, keeping a close eye on the battle still trying to find where Kakashi was and when she'd have her chance.

Sakura was equally disappointed in the result as well, unable to see how Kakashi was able to escape so quickly, _'He must have known the entire time, and let himself get caught, so much for Naruto making an impression.'_

As Naruto was reflecting on what exactly went wrong he dispelled the remaining clones not having a use for them and not wanting to waste his chakra when something shiny got his attention. "A bell! Kakashi must dropped it thanks to my attack after all! Haha!" As he rushed for the bell he suddenly got swung into the air by his feet as he felt something tighten around his ankles, "Whhaaa ahhhh!"

"_What an idiot, I can't believe he fell into such an obvious trap. Although I can't believe Kakashi doesn't even let his guard down around someone as stupid as Naruto." _She shook her head as she watched as Kakashi leapt down to retrieve the bell and began to lecture Naruto.

'_He dropped his guard!' _Using several weapons from her pouch she flung a variation of kunai and shuriken at the distracted Kakashi they appeared to make contact as well flinging his body a couple of feet before finally turning into a log.

'_Damn he tricked me! He made it look like he dropped his guard to lure me out! I got to move and find him before he finds me!" _Satsuki quickly fled from her position and was attempting to find a better spot if she couldn't get the drop of Kakashi, but judging by the scream echoing through the forest he had just found Sakura who wasn't far off from her position it was likely too late. "Genjutsu, not surprised you got her with it, but you have to know I'm different from those two. It won't work on me."

"Keep telling yourself that, after you manage to get a bell eh? Satsuki-chan." His attempt to get underneath her skin seemed to work as she immediately revealed her hand, feinting an attack in order to led Kakashi into a trap which he triggered cutting a rope that unleashed a barrage of kunai.

After Kakashi dodged them, he was about to remark on her strategy when Satsuki suddenly appeared behind him and attempt an axe kick straight down onto his head, which Kakashi blocked with a resounding thud. Twisting her body mid-air, she followed with a sharp elbow, that was caught by Kakashi's free hand which had been used for reading a moment ago. Satsuki wasn't done yet though and attempted a final strike with her remaining arm attempting a strike jab which Kakashi just barely blocked by moving his hand from the captured elbow to stop the hit.

After he moved to block the coming punch, Satsuki used her now free arm to snake its way towards a bell, _'NOW!'_

Kakashi almost didn't realize in time as Satsuki managed to fling the bell not just once but twice with her finger tips before Kakashi pushed himself away, from the assault. _'Such ferocity, looks like I won't be able to continue reading now, oh well.'_

Two hours and some tying up later, Naruto found himself tied up to the middle log while a perturbed Satsuki and an embarrassed Sakura were listening to their sensei scold them. "Well due to your performances in this exercise I've decided not to send any of you guys back to the academy." This was news that immediately excited the three would be Genin until Kakashi continued. "Because I've decided that all three of you will be dropped from the program!" The shock immediately silenced the cheering of the three.

"But sensei you said that if we didn't get the bells you said you'd send us back to the academy!" Struggling against the rope to try and get free he yelled out again, "You can't just change your mind and decide to kick us out!"

"I don't see why not, the three of you don't even bother to think like real ninja to begin with. More like brats." The insult caused an immediate rise out of Satsuki who couldn't stand to be berated anymore like Naruto who couldn't charge out and did so herself, only to be immediately stomped into the ground and held there by Kakashi.

"I can't believe the denseness of you three, none of you came even close to understanding the meaning of this test. Why would we put you in three man squads to begin with!?" Despite his outward expression of annoyance his eye maintained a steady calm look, as if he wasn't expecting any sudden revelations.

"Gah! I don't know! We didn't make the rules how are we supposed to even find out!" Naruto frustration was the same if only outwardly expressed as the other two, Satsuki who just grunted into the dirt in anger and Sakura who was just worried about the whole thing.

"It's so simple. Teamwork!" All three Genin came to a sudden revelation about the meaning behind asking three Genin to go against a single Jounin.

Sakura however, ever the student wanted to be completely sure, "So you mean just us working together, as a team?"

"That's what I mean, too late now. Had the three of you come at me, as a team you might have had a chance. But it doesn't matter anymore it's over."

"But sensei if there are only two bells and we had got them, that would create internal conflict causing the team to break up!" Sakura was starting to understand the crux of the test but not the reasoning behind it.

"Of course, I purposely set it up to pit you all against each other." His face now losing its calm demeanor had now started to show a frustrated tired look. "I wanted to see if you could overcome your own interests for the good of the team, and be focused on the success of the mission instead of yourselves."

"Naruto you do everything on your own and didn't even bother trying to get help from your team. Sakura, you spent your time trying to find Satsuki and work with her ignoring the fact that Naruto was right in front of you in need of help." Finally his attention turned to the one under his heel.

"And you, deemed your comrades so useless you ran off not even thinking about them. Such arrogance. Missions are run in squads to be completed. Yes individual skills are important but teamwork surpasses that!" Sighing he released Satsuki and rose up to his feet finally.

"When a group of individuals focus on themselves instead of the group that can lead to failure or even death!" Kakashi slowly made his way over to the memorial stone and began to explain its significance to his team and after finishing he looked back at his team all somber and focused on him.

"Alright, I'm going to give you one last chance, but I'm going to go much harder on you this time." Turning fully around he looked at the three of them, "You'll have three hours to get a bell this time, and if you want to, you can eat lunch to recover some strength, except for Naruto. Do not let Naruto have any."

"Consider it punishment for breaking the rules and trying to eat by yourself. And if anyone tries to feed him that person will immediately fail. I make the rules, and you follow them, that's it." His menacing tone felt icy as he finally walked out of view to let them eat.

As Sakura and Satsuki had begun to eat away at their food, Naruto's stomach began growl loudly and uncomfortably causing Naruto to grimace. "Don't worry about it guys I'm fine trust me, I can go days without eating, weeks even believe it!" A particularly loud growl followed that declaration as Satsuki sighed.

Reaching up with half of her remaining boxed lunch she conceded, "Here."

"No, way Satsuki, Sensei said not to!" Sakura too wanted to feed Naruto but at the same time didn't want to upset Kakashi.

"Listen he's not anywhere in sight, besides we need to work as a team, that includes Naruto and if he's hungry he'll be useless to us, and those clones look like they would be handy."

The compliment to his new technique caused Naruto to beam, and also helped Sakura understand he had a good point. Relenting she also held up her box, "Here Naruto, take mine I'm not that hungry anyway."

Naruto was about to argue when Sakura quickly got on to him yet again, "Come on hurry up and eat it already."

"But I can't you'll have to feed me I'm tied up." Little tears were forming at the corners of his eyes as he pleaded her as best he could.

Sakura was about to refuse when Satsuki perked up, "Hurry up you guys, he could be back any moment."

"Grrr…. Fine but it's a onetime deal clear!?" She finally reached up with her chopsticks a parcel of rice in-between them.

"Crystal!" He opened his mouth and leaned forward a bit munching on a bit of tasty food when a sudden explosion occurred right in front of them.

All three immediately thought the worse as well, as Kakashi came out screaming, "YOU!" As the smoke cleared, "You broke the rules and now I hope you're ready for the punishment!" He began performing some hand signs as the clouds overhead darkened as if a storm were coming.

"Any last words?"

"We did it because the three of us are one!" The only understandable reasoning coming from Sakura with quick affirmation coming from Naruto who was kicking and struggling.

"Yeah yeah yeah, the three of us are one!"

"The three of you are one? Is that it huh?" He held a menacing pose for a just a moment or too longer before the clouds above began to dissipate.

"You…pass." His eye smile returned and he leaned back up standing straight up in front of his group taking in their confusion.

"Yes, those who abandon the rules are trash, but." He looked up think of the man who told him the very words he was going to repeat, "Those who abandon their friends are worse than trash."

At this point Naruto couldn't help but acknowledge that their sensei was kind of cool after all.

"Team Seven begins their first real mission tomorrow, now let's go home." He smiled as he turned and began to walk back towards the village closely followed by Sakura and Satsuki.

"Wait a minute! I knew this was going to happen! You guys forgot to untie me!" Naruto called out to the rest of his team as they started on their way back to the village hoping they wouldn't just leave him there all night.

* * *
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><p><strong>Naruto: New Universe<strong>

**Chapter 2: **The Beginning of Team Seven!

Along with his two teammates Naruto had been instructed to be at the training grounds early the following morning, around seven o clock to be precise. Being that the trio had just assumed their Sensei was late the previous two meetings because he hadn't yet been interested in their team, they chose to listen and indeed had showed up on time, arriving just as the sun had begun to creep over the distant mountains and trees. After about an hour of waiting the first one to vocally accept what they had gotten into by passing his test and being placed permanently in Kakashi's Team was Naruto surprisingly.

"Damnit" He just sighed after and looked to his two teammates, Sakura who was a couple feet away also leaning on the wooden railing of the bridge that crossed the small river that was present on the grounds.

"Looks that way." The annoyed voice of one Satsuki Uchiha mirrored his sentiment as her eyes met Naruto's for just a moment, before returning back to looking off into the distance.

Sakura as smart as she was didn't quite understand the exchange, given that her outlook on her superiors had always been more leaned in the, obey and respect direction. "Hmm? What are you two talking about?"

Satsuki had deemed to not even bother answering not really caring enough to do so, which left it up to Naruto to do, who did not have a very good way with words. Crossing his arms for a moment to try and organize his thoughts in a way that makes sense he simply turned to look directly at Sakura, "Uh… well basically Kakashi-Sensei is a lazy idiot who will never be on time." Nodding to himself he thought that was the best way to explain what he had put together.

Sakura herself couldn't help but agree, as the past couple times he'd had them meet somewhere at a specified time, he failed to show up, and the current situation was obviously following suit. Despite this however she had to play devil's advocate, "But what would happen if we tried to do the same? We'd be known as an entire team of lazy idiots, not to mention if one day we showed up late like sensei and he was here waiting no telling what kind of punishment we'd get for that!"

She made a good point, one that Naruto and Satsuki both had to accept, "You're probably right Sakura-Chan." He chuckled a bit and reached a hand back behind his head to rub at his neck, "Since we don't have anything else to do until Sensei gets here maybe we should go get something to eat? Eh Sakura-Chan?" A small blush started to creep up on his face as he made the suggestion and looked away embarrassed as he wanted on her answer.

To which she responded physically with a hard punch to the back of his skull, "Naruto you idiot, why would I want to go and do that!?"

"Ow. Ow. Ow.." Now crouched down on the ground Naruto held the spot on his head that she pummeled as tears welled up at the corner of his eyes, "That really stung ya know!"

"Yeah? Well if you don't quit bugging me I'll give you another lump too!" She held her fist up as an example ready to follow through on her promise if he didn't behave. "Besides hanging out with you around the village is like asking to be a social outcast, right Satsuki? You've seen how everyone treats Naruto. Total outcast and loser." She gave Naruto an icy stare that she'd seen the villagers give him a couple of times. That immediately shut him up so she sighed to herself in victory. Afterwards she humped and turned after the stare, which left Naruto incredibly quiet and unsure of how to take what just happened he actually froze for a moment.

Satsuki whose attention had slowly turned after she was mentioned watched the exchange and noticed the uncharacteristic change in demeanor for Naruto. His face that was normally overly happy and super charge with happiness so bright it would make the sun seem darker, had turned far too sullen. _'All she did was hit him and insult him no different from usual so why the sudden damper on his mood. Strange.'_ Deciding it would take too much effort to discover anything beyond that she shrugged internally before turning her attention back to the vast void of nothing in the sky that she had been looking out towards before.

For Naruto after he had gotten over that sudden freeze he turn towards the side of the railing and started to stare into the water, thinking about Sakura's words, she wasn't wrong after all, the village really did seem to hate him. For the longest time it was a total unknown to him as well, at first he had thought it was because he was an orphan so he took it as no one wanted to be bothered by some kid without a family trying to be all needy and wanting help. _'All I wanted was for someone to care…'_

After the incident with Satsuki's family and her being the last and only survivor of the massacre he found out that wasn't quite the case, as the village pretty much tripped over itself to help out. He so desperately wanted the attention she was given, so he did the only thing he could think of, he decided if people were going to quietly pretend he didn't exist he was going to loudly make them notice he did. It worked too! Kind of, the village definitely began to notice him, though it wasn't in the happy and helpful way like it was for Satsuki.

He quickly became known as a menace throughout the village for his endless pranks and vandalism but, he was known, people knew who he was. Really though it actually only made things worse for how people treated him, since he was finally being acknowledged as someone who was actually there instead of being ignored he was given icy stares. Like the one Sakura had just given him. She'd never done that before, usually she just yelled at him for being an idiot or lumped him on the head like she did a moment ago.

Naruto was a tough kid after all so the lumps he could take, but that look, it made him uneasy, especially since he found out why the people in the village actually hated him. _'The Fox'_ His mind couldn't help but go back to that night in the forest, just after he'd learned from the scroll of sealing.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

"_That's right Naruto! You are the Nine Tailed Fox!" Mizuki's mad laugh didn't take away from his words, he was right, it was sealed in him, and the villagers mainly the non-Shinobi ones actually hated him for it, thinking it was controlling him or could burst out of him at any time._

"_I'm…the what…" Naruto shook with an internal fear and shock he'd never felt before, it was as if the one thing in the entire world that could happen to make his life worse had. He was so irredeemable that his life would only forever be mired in misery. _

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

At least it would have been had it not been for Iruka. The man seemed like he loved Naruto as a brother, even saying something close to those lines before, but the fact he knew, and had at first disliked Naruto but got over it to see who he really was gave him hope. Hope that maybe he could change the minds of others that he wasn't the demon and he was just holding him in his body. Not just Iruka either but also Old Man Hokage, sure he didn't have a whole lot time to just spend with him since he had to look after the whole village but he always made sure he was taken care of and never wanted anything less than for Naruto to be happy.

'_So that means I have two. Two people who care.'_ A small smile started to creep back onto his face, that was two more then he had as a kid, _'Kakashi-Sensei seems like a pretty decent guy as well, he never gave me that look, and he's kind of cool, maybe he'll be my next friend!" _The thought had actually gotten Naruto a little more excited, he couldn't wait for Sensei to get there now.

'_Still not sure about Satsuki or Sakura-Chan though…Satsuki doesn't treat me any different than anyone else, which isn't all that great to begin with, but at least she doesn't hate me. Sakura-Chan though…that look she gave me….' _Before Naruto could dwell on his constantly changing thoughts, a lazy voice echoed through the air.

"Yo good morning my cute little Genin." A little half wave from his right hand was all that followed the greeting on his end which was not well received by his team definitely not Naruto or Sakura.

"You're late!" "Again!" The first voice belongs to Naruto and the second the pink haired Haruno.

"Yes. Well you see this little old lady needed help with her groceries so…" An eye smile appeared while he tried to soothe the two more energetic members of his team while Satsuki simply dropped from her perch and made her way over to the other three.

"Lame excuse!" "Quit lying Sensei!" The order reversed this time with Sakura making the first shout while Naruto quickly followed.

"But don't you want to know about our missions for the day?" A glint shone in his one visible eye, which finally quietened the two.

"Missions! Yeah! Let's goooooooo!" Sakura looked ready to hit him again for being such a "Loud Mouth!" As she called him.

'_Well his mood certainly turned around guess, he's fine after all.' _The Uchiha heiress couldn't say she was surprised he always bounced back from things quickly this was no different. After all Naruto would be Naruto.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Several hours later…

"So my cute little Genin what did you think of your first day doing missions for the Hidden Leaf?" His casual aloof tone and eye smile showed that he pretty much knew what they thought of it, but he thought it would be amusing to gauge their reactions.

"Those weren't Ninja missions, we were basically errand runners for every single one of those villagers! Cutting grass, pulling weeds, and painting fences. So dumb!" He couldn't help but let out his anger as he looked over to Sakura and Satsuki who definitely didn't look like they were going to disagree with him. However when he turned around again to look back at Kakashi he had that look that all adults had when they were about to explain something that should be 'obvious' to him.

"Satsuki, Sakura what about you two?" He kept the same look on his face while he waited for their answers as well.

"It's a waste of time." Considering she was directly asked by her Sensei and not to mention how annoyed she was, it was as good a chance as ever to voice her grievances. "I need, no I have to get stronger and that's not going to happen by doing…doing yard work!" Having let that out, she felt a calm flush over her and sighed.

"Sakura?"

Perked up by her sensei calling her name Sakura, thought about it for a few moments before answering, "Well, it actually kind of makes sense." Surprised her team mates looked at her and Kakashi simply smiled through his mask and motioned for her to continue.

"Well if you think about it, Ninja are what fuels the main economy for Hidden villages. And you can't send brand new Genin out of the village to do dangerous life threatening missions so instead you have them take care of the village." As she finished Kakashi smiled at her and placed a hand on her head.

"Good job Sakura that's exactly right, though there are a few other reasons as well." To which he looked over at the other two, who still seemed dissatisfied with the reasoning. "Like building teamwork, something the three of you definitely have to work on."

"Oh come on! I can work with Sakura-Chan just fine believe it!" Turning and pointing to Satsuki, Naruto quickly bellowed, "It's Satsuki-teme who I can't work with!"

"Like a dobe like you could even understand how to do anything teamwork related anyway." She reasoned back rather coolly to which Naruto seethed unable to respond with anything worth saying.

"And that's exactly why for now on we'll work missions until the evening and once we finish we'll come back here and work on team work and doing additional training." As he mentioned what their new schedule would be Sakura could see her free time evaporating before her very eyes. "And on days we don't have missions we'll train from morning until afternoon. From there the rest of the day will be up to you."

Noticing Sakura's glazed look at the realization he imagined that was her life was going to be basically consumed by training and missions he added a little coldly, "If this isn't exactly what you had in mind of being a Shinobi it would probably be best if you quit now. Otherwise you'll just die." He wasn't trying to scare them, much, but he wanted them to know the extent of which they would be needing to put in effort.

The amount of information he'd just fed the group took a few moments to be digested before they all had it, and all looked back at Kakashi nodding, "We got it." Naruto of course was the one who answered a grin on his face and a little bit of fire in his eyes.

"Fantastic, especially seeing as how you need the most work Naruto." The revelation seemed to be a shock the blonde as he immediately guffawed at the accusation.

"What do you mean Sensei? I've got the Shadow Clone Jutsu, and…. Uh." Before he could continue trying to think of what else he had exactly in his repertoire Kakashi pounced.

"That's exactly it Naruto. Sure you have the Shadow Clone Jutsu which is in itself a very impressive Jutsu, but you have no awareness, no other Jutsu aside from the academy basics, and you're not exactly Sakura when it comes to brains." He tried to refrain from calling the boy stupid and instead opted to compare him to Sakura to try and soften the blow which seemed to work as he acknowledged his faults.

"I guess you're right sensei, but what can I do, it's so hard to control my chakra other Jutsu are hard to learn." This was known to Kakashi and he had an idea that would help manage this issue somewhat. It was relatively simple, and could open the door for new ways not just for Naruto to train but the others as well.

Looking at his other two students he noticed they seemed to be contemplating their own faults, and how to rectify them to which Kakashi quickly rounded up, "Oh and don't worry I have training for you two as well that will help solidify your abilities as well. But before we get into that, there is a crucial skill the three of you need to learn."

"And what's that Sensei?" Sakura's light voice came across curiously to which Kakashi beamed.

"You see those three trees over there?" When the trio nodded he simply added, "You're going to learn to climb them." As he saw the looks on their faces drop he added, "By just walking up it." That got their attention.

When he looked at their blank stares he simply started to move towards one of the trees he was pointing at, and without looking away from the small orange book in his hand began to casually strut up from the base of the tree. One he reached the top he walked around the branch turning himself over and walked back down with the same slow pace, again never once looking away from his book. "Now the method to perform this technique is to concentrate chakra to the soles of your feet."

Closing his book and putting it into his pouch to emphasize the fact he wanted their attention he spoke again, "The fact is, up until this point any time you three have been using chakra you've been guessing how much to use, normally using more than you would need to and because of that you've been wasting your reserves. So by learning this technique you'll be training yourself to acquire much better chakra control." Naruto piqued up at that part of the description, as it was the thing he needed the most amount of work in.

"It also opens the possibility to learning vast amounts of new Jutsu as well, since your control will be so much more precise, and it'll keep you from wasting as much chakra, allowing you to perform more Jutsu." As he continued describing the method there was basically no downfall, every part of learning the technique helped you in some way.

Reaching into his Kunai holster he pulled three kunai out immediately flinging his arm forward leaving a single kunai in front of each of them, "Use those to mark your progress." The three Genin each bent over to pick up the kunai before all sharing a look, and of course Naruto immediately beamed. "By the way, it would probably be a good idea to take a running go to get your momentum to help you out with it, at least at first anyway."

"I'll get this on the first try! Believe it!" Not sure exactly how much chakra to gather he just channeled a bit to the soles of feet and smirked while getting ready to run. Taking off before the other two even had a moment to gather chakra they simply just watched as Naruto took off sprinting full speed towards the tree. The moment his left foot connected with the tree, it stuck however as soon as his right foot went to make contact he simply slipped right off falling backwards to land hard on his head. "Ugh! What?"

Satsuki who watched, noticed Naruto had not channeled very much chakra so preparing her own run up she took off for her tree after concentrating on pulling a lot more chakra to her feet. The strategy worked at first easily making her way up the first quarter of the tree before she felt the bark starting to crack under her foot before bursting outwards. As it happened she pushed herself off the trunk, to which she performed a very graceful back flip before landing softly on her feet. _'So, if you use too little you slid off, and too much you crush the bark underneath you. No wonder this technique is so useful it teaches you to maintain a constantly stream of chakra that amount of control would definitely come in handy..'_

Before she could begin another run up however she heard off to her right a very happy and chipper voice, "Sensei, I made it to the top now what?"

Both Naruto and Satsuki couldn't believe their eyes as they looked up to the top layer branches of the tree that Sakura had climbed to see her contently sitting on a branch swinging her legs like she hadn't a care in the world.

"Heh, well would ya look at that." Kakashi had voiced his thoughts out loud before turning to Naruto and Satsuki while motioning for Sakura to walk back down. "It seems as though we found who has the greatest chakra control of team seven haven't we." He gave a smile to Sakura, "Very good job, Sakura."

Looking at Naruto specifically now, "For someone who wants to be Hokage you sure didn't make it very far did you." Naruto frowned gritting his teeth. "Then again the Uchiha wasn't able to get it completely either, so much for being from a great clan huh?" Satsuki looked about ready to strike at the slight, before turning her attention back to the tree once again.

Sakura finally reached the clearing again, as Kakashi started to speak again, "Now Sakura, since you did so good you've now got two choices to choose from on what to do now."

"What are they Sensei?" She was still buzzing about being able to master the technique so quickly even if doing so meant her chakra capacity was so much lower then what Satsuki or even Naruto had.

Returning his attention back to the book he had just retrieved from his pouch he opened it up to where he had left off. "Well, you can either go home for the day, and rest up, be with friends, or you can stay and work on what you are still lacking. Whatever you decision is, is up to you and you alone." His tone as flat as ever, as he waited to see if she would try and improve herself, or stay left behind to go and relax instead.

'_Well it definitely would be nice to go home and relax, maybe go and find some of my friends…. But…" _ Her mind flashed back to earlier in the day when she had dreaded the schedule that Kakashi had laid out for them, and he noticed that she wasn't at all fond of that idea, _"If this isn't exactly what you had in mind of being a Shinobi it would probably be best if you quit now. Otherwise you'll just die." _The words hurt just as much now if not worse as she repeated the words to herself.

"Uh, Sensei?" She cautiously called out to him, raising her head up from the downward angle it had been at while she contemplated what she should do.

"Yes, Sakura?" Kakashi, hadn't looked away from his book as he waited for her to say that she would be going home or stay and train.

"Can you give me some advice for building up my physical abilities?" Her voice sounded meeker then it had when she was still abuzz from climbing the tree but got stronger with each word determination starting to grow as she felt good about the choice she made.

If Kakashi was surprised he didn't show it, but he did turn to her finally with an eye smile before speaking, "Of course Sakura." Looking over to Naruto he called out to him, "Naruto make a clone for Sakura to spar with."

"Uh. Yeah sure, Kakashi-Sensei." He formed the hand seal and the clone poofed into existence just next to him before running to stand next to Kakashi in front of Sakura.

"Good, now Sakura. You are to spar with the clone for the rest of the evening." Sakura nearly blanched at the recommendation. It was only maybe an hour or two after noon, and he expected her to spar with Naruto's clone for the rest of the evening.

'_Maybe I should have just went home after all….'_ She tried not to show too much of a reaction as she looked at Kakashi and nodded. "Yes, Sensei…"

"Fantastic, Naruto, any time she managed to knock your clone out make more." Once the blonde nodded Kakashi simply shrugged, "Well see you all in the morning!" _Poof_ He was gone.

The moment Kakashi had disappeared Naruto and Satsuki were back at it, attempting to climb the tree each time getting further. Of course Satsuki's gains each time were a lot more significant than Naruto, who was barely getting a couple inches up each attempt. Meanwhile Sakura was picking herself up after yet another round of sparring with Naruto's clone.

Stretching and flexing her forearms she winced slightly, _'I hadn't realized how hard Naruto could hit, I really need to work harder on dodging him instead of just trying to block.' _She sighed letting out a bit of air before she looked back at the clone and readied herself for the next round, silently lamenting the fact she hadn't worked harder in taijutsu at the academy.

Later that same evening, the sun had started to fade and it had gotten much cooler in the training grounds that Team Seven was at. Sakura was currently taking a rest it had gotten to the point where she was barely able to move and could no longer spar with Naruto's clone, which had dispelled. Panting, trying to catch her breath she turned to look at the progress of both Satsuki and Naruto after all the hours they'd spent training today.

'_Whoa, Satsuki is over halfway there, she's made really good progress.' _She looked over to Naruto's and saw he had barely gotten a quarter of the way, some of his slashes had even intersected with previous ones. Overall it simply looked sad, _'If I know Naruto any moment now he'll get mad and throw a temper tantrum before he just gives up.'_

Almost as if on cue, Naruto stood up looking at his poor progress then over to Satsuki's before throwing his kunai down into the ground, "Gaaah! I don't get it!"

Sakura just shrugged to herself, _'Heh, what can I say, he's sooo predictable, like a little kid.'_ Before she knew it though, Naruto had stopped himself before he could start stomping and he'd walked over to her.

"Uh, hey Sakura-Chan, you got this down pat right? Any way you can help me out? Huh huh? Just don't tell Satsuki alright?" He had crouched down low so that he was even with Sakura who had been backed up against a tree while trying to catch her breath.

"Uh, sure I guess Naruto." She was honestly too shocked by this slight character change in him to refuse, he wasn't exactly bothering her he was just trying to learn a way to be better at something he was having a hard time with. She wasn't totally sure on what she could say to help him, so she tried to explain how she visualized her chakra when she channeled it to the soles of her feet and how she imagined using that chakra to try and feel the tree and grab at it with her chakra. "Oh yeah, and it's very important that you make sure to keep the flow nice and steady. Otherwise you'll lose your grip."

Naruto smiled and gave her the nice guy pose, "Thanks Sakura-Chan! You're the best."

Sakura was a little confused but she smiled, sure Naruto complimented her all the time usually stupid stuff she didn't even pay attention to but this time it was about something she did, and she had to admit it felt nice. "Uh, yeah no problem Naruto."

"Ah he's finally learning how to ask for help." Off in the distance a bit was the one eyed Jounin, reading away at his book while watching his cute little Genin team train. He was curious how they would do with this kind of training, and he had to admit he was happy. Naruto and Satsuki pushed each other, and Sakura had helped Naruto when he needed help on the mechanics. Honestly he couldn't have asked for a better result. He was also slightly surprised at how long Sakura lasted against Naruto's clone, "She must have been more determined than I thought. Guess this team has some potential after all." He smiled happily before finally leaving for real this time.

Letting out a sigh of his own Naruto rose up and made his way to the front of his tree again before channeling chakra to his feet imagining the way it would be swirled around the soles of his feet. Opening his eyes he started sprinting towards the tree once again, taking Sakura's words to heart and focused on keeping his chakra steady not letting it raise or lower as best he could.

As soon as his feet made contact he noticed a difference and made it at least ten feet past his previous mark before he needed to slash at the bark and jump off, due to the bark starting to give slightly leaving an impression of his sandals against it. Satsuki couldn't believe it, one conversation and he made that much progress it was unbelievable.

This went on for almost another hour with Sakura finally leaving after getting the feeling back in her legs, "I'm going you two." Unlike her two teammates she had parents who were likely waiting for her to get home, and she couldn't really do anything else either, she just didn't have the energy to do any more training. As she got ready to leave though she could see the determination on her two teammates faces, they would likely keep going, "Don't stay too much longer we do have missions to complete tomorrow!"

With that she was gone, and Satsuki looked over towards Naruto then at his progress, which had been a huge jumped compared to when they had started, he had nearly caught up with her. The jump in the marks was a huge difference as well, gritting her teeth and looking away she called out, "So….what exactly did she tell you?"

"Huh?" Naruto's cluelessness could really cause some headaches especially for anyone who wasn't Naruto, as he simply looked at the Uchiha with a lost expression.

Satsuki blushed a little in embarrassed at having to ask for help, considering the fact that her progress had went the way of Naruto's just inching her way up. Her Chakra control was excellent and all, but it was still hard to keep it steady the entire time, just be channeling chakra to the soles of her feet. Apparently whatever she, Sakura, had told Naruto had helped a lot too, so it couldn't hurt to find out.

"Ya know, whatever Sakura told you, when you started doing better." Still blushing she didn't turn for fear of making eye contact.

Naruto however after finally getting exactly what she was asking simply grinned slyly. "Oh, are you asking me for help? Oh great Uchiha."

Satsuki growled turning and shouting, "Of course not! How could a dobe like you help me with anything!" Her face had lit up even brighter despite her anger, or maybe doing more so because of that.

Naruto couldn't help but chuckle at the Uchiha losing her cool and finally relented, "I was just teasing you teme, I'll tell you." He then motioned for the girl to come closer to end the yelling not to mention they needed a break at least to catch their breath anyway.

They had ended up staying out for another hour reaching just beneath the top of the tree before the pair finally just didn't have the chakra to keep pushing themselves. With a lot of reluctance Satsuki was able to convince Naruto that it was time to go home.

"Listen, you moron, we have missions to do tomorrow, and just because you wanna stay out here and keep going until you pass out doesn't mean I have to work harder tomorrow because you're too tired!" She may not have been really yelling like Sakura or Naruto had been known to do, but her voice was quite forceful and she was contemplating just knocking Naruto out herself.

Panting while he was being yelled at due to the stress on his body and how tired he was he simply grinned, "You're just worried I'll beat you to the top, if you go now!" He finally stood back straight up and pointedly accusingly, "Believe it!"

"Grrr… You idiot" She was about to just hit him, when she thought about it for a moment and decided to use his competitiveness against him, smirking she looked back at him calmly sliding her hands behind her back and grabbing her wrist before turning, "I guess you're the one who is worried. If you waited till tomorrow when we're both rested there would be no way you could beat me, so I get it. I'd be 'scared' if I were you too."

That had done, immediately he had just slumped his shoulders and shoved his hands into his pockets, "Fine! I'll go…" As he started off, behind her to leave the training grounds his stomach grumbled loudly, "….Well maybe after some Ichiraku ramen!"

He had reasoned to himself that it had only just turned dark so they would likely still be open, at least for a little while so he'd have to go straight there. This however had caused Satsuki to sigh, since the most direct way from the training grounds to her apartment took them relatively close to there, so she'd have to walk the entire time with Naruto.

They had just reentered the populated part of the village, where there were still a few people out, mainly people closing shops and going home. A few were heading to restaurants or bars, but for the most part there weren't a lot of people in the town walking around. Oddly to Satsuki, she noticed that Naruto had suddenly gotten really quiet and more than a little self-conscious from all the looks he was getting from the villagers.

Satsuki found this to be a little odd, as Naruto hadn't done anything particularly annoying in the last couple weeks. I mean he painted the Hokage monument in broad daylight somehow, but even then that was a while back as well. It puzzled her up until Naruto's mouth had started to move and she didn't quite hear him, shaking her head she looked back at him, "Could you say that again I wasn't paying attention."

Naruto gritted his teeth in annoyance, "Grrr. You teme I was saying we passed your turn." He pointed at the Ichiraku sign just a few feet away from where they were standing, "So were you going to eat too or did you just zone out."

"Tch I'm not hun…" Before she could insult Naruto's favorite eatery, a whiff of the aroma from the stand made its way to her, which she smelled and caused an almost comedic like rumble of her stomach, betraying what she was going to say.

"You were saying?" Naruto grinned victoriously.

Satsuki should shrugged, "Whatever, I might as well since I'm here, so I won't have to make anything when I get home."

Naruto actually felt for the girl, not having a family to cook for you really did hurt sometimes, especially since for the longest time, Satsuki did have that. "Yeah, I get that. Probably why I eat out so much hehe heh." He rubbed at the back of his head with a halfhearted smile before making his way inside.

"Ah Naruto, what are you doing here so late, we were getting ready to close up." The old man, Naruto frequently called Old Man Ichiraku had been cleaning up part of the counter as he watched Naruto come in and gave him a smile.

"Just had some very late night training, but it was totally worth it! I've almost mastered a new technique." He clinched his fist in excitement as he beamed at him from the other side of the counter before sitting on a stool.

"That's great Naruto, you're really doing it!" A softer voice from behind Teuchi, spoke this time a girl with brown hair and kind eyes.

"Thanks Ayame!" He couldn't help but smile at her as well, the two had made sure many a time when he'd come in that he was fed even if he couldn't afford it.

By this time, Satsuki had finally strolled up to a stool as well, having watched the interaction between the three, and forming her own opinions on it.

"There you are, was wondering if you had changed your mind and went home." Naruto turned from her right back to Teuchi, "Anyway, a bowl of miso ramen please!"

Teuchi started up the stove before looking over to Satsuki who just shrugged.

"Whatever, I'll have the same thing." She had to admit it was starting to smell good, not that she would tell Naruto that.

The two had sat quietly for the most part and ate, while Teuchi and Ayame finished cleaning up dishes, the stove and the rest of the stand, so it was an almost awkward silence, or it would have been for anyone else. Naruto however was happy to just have some Ramen and Satsuki was happy just for there to be silence. As the two finished however, they waited for Teuchi to get back to the front where they were reaching for their individual money holders to pay.

Before Naruto could even have a chance to pull out old, Gama-Chan, the old man waved him off, "Don't worry about it, on the house." He looked at Satsuki who was still pulling her wallet out, "Both of you, now go on get some rest. I'm sure you have a long day ahead of you tomorrow." Naruto smiled brightly and waved, while Satsuki smirked and nodded very politely in thanks.

"Aw you're the best old man! I'll be back soon, believe it!" He may have spoken a little too loud as Satsuki nearly had to cover her ears as they walked out.

Unfortunately for Naruto who was turned around was unaware of the fact he had walked straight into someone who had been walking by toppling over them, causing them both to hit the dirt. Satsuki recognized the man as a grocer she often went to, he was a nice enough person so he'd probably not be too upset.

"Ah! I'm so sorry, I wasn't watching where I'm going, are you alright." Naruto was in a frenzy apologizing to whomever he'd just knocked to the ground on accident looking for a face, but what he got instead was a shove.

The old man had noticed who knocked him over as soon as he'd landed and saw the same rough blond hair and orange outfit, "Get off me stupid cursed brat!" The reaction had surprised Satsuki who was a couple steps away watching maybe she'd miss-identified the person and it was someone else.

"Of course you'd attack an old man, you damn demon! Like I should be surprised that you would pick on someone from behind, now get out of here before I call for ANBU!" As Naruto ran off, likely headed home, the old man spit where he'd been.

As he turned to leave himself he noticed a blank Satsuki watching, "If I were you I would avoid him, heh. You wouldn't want the village to think he's affected your mind or tricked you to be his friend." Without another word he'd walked into the distance leaving a very confused Satsuki, wondering.

'_What was that all about?'_ Her thoughts were the only thing left in her mind as she quietly made her way back home for the night.

What an odd start to life as a Genin.

* * *

><p><strong>AN: **Bleah, I'm not happy with this chapter at all. I don't know why. For some reason it just didn't sit well with me. I mean, everyone is in character. Yeah I changed things up a little to try and show that the attitude towards Naruto in the village is a bit stronger then it was in the Canon. At the same time I didn't want to go like overboard or anything like that. I guess this chapter just kind of comes off as boring to me. I feel like there is a lot of character development though, even if it is a bit slow.

Alright so the next chapter will be the ending of the tree walking training for Naruto and Satsuki, as well as some glossed over formation training. We'll probably also finally start on Wave after this coming chapter. Like I said changes are coming, they're just a little subtle at first. But as for all things, small changes make for big differences.

ALSO Reminder. There is now an official poll on my profile for potential pairing for Naruto. That poll will likely go on until the Time Skip if not longer. So feel free to vote. At the Chuunin Exams I'll release another poll for side pairings.

**Chapter Three:** Is it fun yet? By April 30th


End file.
